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known as the ‘‘Gulf Coast Ecosystem Res-
toration Science, Observation, Monitoring, 
and Technology Program’’, to be carried out 
by the Administrator. 

(c) CENTERS OF EXCELLENCE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the Pro-

gram, the Administrator, in consultation 
with other Federal agencies with expertise in 
the discipline of a center of excellence, shall 
make grants in accordance with paragraph 
(2) to establish and operate 5 centers of ex-
cellence, 1 of which shall be located in each 
of the States of Alabama, Florida, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, and Texas. 

(2) GRANTS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall 

use the amounts made available to carry out 
this section to award competitive grants to 
nongovernmental entities and consortia in 
the Gulf Coast region (including public and 
private institutions of higher education) for 
the establishment of centers of excellence as 
described in paragraph (1). 

(B) APPLICATION.—To be eligible to receive 
a grant under this paragraph, an entity or 
consortium described in subparagraph (A) 
shall submit to the Administrator an appli-
cation at such time, in such manner, and 
containing such information as the Adminis-
trator determines to be appropriate. 

(C) PRIORITY.—In awarding grants under 
this paragraph, the Administrator shall give 
priority to entities and consortia that dem-
onstrate the ability to establish the broadest 
cross-section of participants with interest 
and expertise in any discipline described in 
paragraph (3) on which the proposal of the 
center of excellence will be focused. 

(3) DISCIPLINES.—Each center of excellence 
shall focus on science, technology, and moni-
toring in at least 1 of the following dis-
ciplines: 

(A) Coastal and deltaic sustainability, res-
toration and protection; including solutions 
and technology that allow citizens to live 
safely and sustainably in a coastal delta. 

(B) Coastal fisheries and wildlife eco-
system research and monitoring. 

(C) Offshore energy development, including 
research and technology to improve the sus-
tainable and safe development of energy re-
sources. 

(D) Sustainable and resilient growth, eco-
nomic and commercial development in the 
Gulf Coast. 

(E) Comprehensive observation, moni-
toring, and mapping of the Gulf of Mexico. 

(4) COORDINATION WITH OTHER PROGRAMS.— 
The Administrator shall develop a plan for 
the coordination of projects and activities 
between the Program and other existing Fed-
eral and State science and technology pro-
grams in the States of Alabama, Florida, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, and Texas, as well as 
between the centers of excellence. 

(d) ESTABLISHMENT OF FISHERIES AND ECO-
SYSTEM ENDOWMENT.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Council shall establish a fishery and eco-
system endowment to ensure, to the max-
imum extent practicable, the long-term sus-
tainability of the ecosystem, fish stocks, fish 
habitat and the recreational, commercial, 
and charter fishing industry in the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

(2) EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS.—For each fiscal 
year, amounts made available to carry out 
this subsection may be expended for, with re-
spect to the Gulf of Mexico— 

(A) marine and estuarine research; 
(B) marine and estuarine ecosystem moni-

toring and ocean observation; 
(C) data collection and stock assessments; 
(D) pilot programs for— 
(i) fishery independent data; and 
(ii) reduction of exploitation of spawning 

aggregations; and 

(E) cooperative research. 
(3) ADMINISTRATION AND IMPLEMENTATION.— 

The Fisheries and Ecosystem Endowment 
shall be administered by the Administrator 
of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, in consultation with the Direc-
tor of the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service, with guidance provided by the Re-
gional Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management 
Council. 

(4) SPECIES INCLUDED.—The Fisheries and 
Ecosystem Endowment will include all ma-
rine, estuarine, aquaculture, and fish and 
wildlife species in State and Federal waters 
of the Gulf of Mexico. 

(5) RESEARCH PRIORITIES.—In distributing 
funding under this subsection, priority shall 
be given to integrated, long-term projects 
that— 

(A) build on, or are coordinated with, re-
lated research activities; and 

(B) address current or anticipated marine 
ecosystem, fishery, or wildlife management 
information needs. 

(6) DUPLICATION AND COORDINATION.—In car-
rying out this subsection, the Administrator 
shall seek to avoid duplication of other re-
search and monitoring activities and coordi-
nate with existing research and monitoring 
programs, including the Integrated Coastal 
and Ocean Observation System Act of 2009 
(33 U.S.C. 3601 et seq.). 

(e) FUNDING.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-

section (t)(4) of section 311 of the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1321), 
of the total amount made available for each 
fiscal year for the Gulf Coast Restoration 
Trust Fund established under section 1602, 5 
percent shall be allocated in equal portions 
to the Program and Fisheries and Ecosystem 
Endowment established by this section. 

(2) ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.—Of the 
amounts received by the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration to carry 
out this section, not more than 3 percent 
may be used for administrative expenses. 
SEC. 1605. EFFECT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this subtitle 
or any amendment made by this subtitle— 

(1) supersedes or otherwise affects any pro-
vision of Federal law, including, in par-
ticular, laws providing recovery for injury to 
natural resources under the Oil Pollution 
Act of 1990 (33 U.S.C. 2701 et seq.) and laws 
for the protection of public health and the 
environment; or 

(2) applies to any fine collected under sec-
tion 311 of the Federal Water Pollution Con-
trol Act (33 U.S.C. 1321) for any incident 
other than the Deepwater Horizon oil spill. 

(b) USE OF FUNDS.—Funds made available 
under this subtitle may be used only for eli-
gible activities specifically authorized by 
this subtitle. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND 
FORESTRY 

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on February 
15, 2011, at 9:30 a.m. in room SD–G50 of 
the Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND 

FORESTRY 
Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 

Forestry be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on February 
15, 2011, at 9:30 a.m. in room SD–G50 of 
the Dirksen Senate Office Building to 
conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Energy 
and Economic Growth for Rural Amer-
ica.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on February 15, 2012, at 10:30 a.m., in 
room 215 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building, to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘The President’s Budget for Fiscal 
Year 2013.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized 
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate, on February 15, 2012, at 10 a.m., in 
room SD–226 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building, to conduct a hearing en-
titled ‘‘Protecting Those Who Protect 
Us: The Bulletproof Vest Partnership 
Grant Program.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized 
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate, on February 15, 2012, at 2:30 p.m., 
in room SD–226 of the Dirksen Senate 
Office Building, to conduct a hearing 
entitled ‘‘Nominations.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 
AND CONSUMER PROTECTION 

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs’ Subcommittee on Fi-
nancial Institutions and Consumer 
Protection be authorized to meet dur-
ing the session of the Senate on Feb-
ruary 15, 2012, at 2 p.m., to conduct a 
hearing entitled ‘‘Pay for Performance: 
Incentive Compensation at Large Fi-
nancial Institutions.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that a fellow in 
my office, Nicole Smith, be allowed the 
privilege of the floor for the remainder 
of the day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

AUTHORIZING THE USE OF 
EMANCIPATION HALL 

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of H. Con. 
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